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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  

September 22, 2000

Loma Linda VA Patient First to use 

Cessna Owners Volunteer Medical Airlift

LOMA LINDA, Calif. --  Loma Linda Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Medical Center’s patient Michael Dorfman, a Navy veteran, will fly on Monday, September 25th to the San Francisco VA facility.  He will be the first VA patient to benefit from a coordinated flight donated by the American Veterans Medical Airlift Service (AVMAS). 


A Memorandum of Understanding between the VA, the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) and the National 210 Owners Association was signed on June 1998, creating the AVMAS, an air and surface transport program for the 3.6 million military veterans receiving care at VA medical facilities. 

Private owners and pilots of Cessna 210 Aircraft, who are members of the National 210 Owners Association, volunteer their time and planes to transport veterans needing medical care.

Each Pilot meets AVMAS flight qualification standards that require Federal Aviation Authority licensing.  AVMAS will not operate during nighttime hours or during weather conditions which are not considered safe.

The DAV organization has offered their transportation network for ground transportation when available.  For more than a decade the DAV has donated red, white and blue vans designed to transport sick and disabled veterans to VA medical centers throughout the nation.

Dorfman, 57 y/o, will undergo a specialized neuro-surgery procedure currently not available at the Loma Linda VA. The flight leaves at 9:30 a.m. from Blues Aviation, former San Bernardino Norton Air Force Base, and will arrive at Palo Alto Municipal Airport at approximately 10:15 a.m.
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